1 | 

1 | 
* , 

| | 
| 

| 


S 


| 
4 


* 


. | 
Abraham's STEP 
o F 1 
FAIT H: 
& 
REIN 18 
Set forth the true Faith of the Children of 
Gop, according to the Scriptures, and the 


Way wherein is imputed the Righteouſ - 
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Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him 
for righteouſneſs, and was the father of them who 
were not , the circumciſion only, but alſo of them 
who walk in the ſteps of that faith of our father 

Abraham which he had, yet being uncircumciſed; 
Rom. 4. 3, 12. | 


To which is added, | 
Free SALVATToN defended, and ſeveral 
common OBJECT10Ns anſwer'd. 
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To. tne READER. 


A S 7 read the following little piece, and 
ſaw the true faith ſo clearly taught, 

and the righteouſneſs and free mercy of Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſo plainly declared according to the Pro- 
* phets and Apoſtles of the Lord, I thought it a 
good way, to reprint it, and put the churches 
in mind of that moſt wholeſome dofirine from 
which they are unhappily fallen, and to ſtir 
them up to contend for the faith once delivered 
to the ſaints, and to recover their - firſt love. 
In the moſt fincere, and hnmbls manner there- 
fore I recommend this to all the followers of 
Jeſus Chriſt: In whom I am, their very un- 


worthy, yet happy 


brother and ſervant, 
Lond. Feb. 16, | | 
1744-5 | J. CENNICK. 
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Abraham's Steps of Faith. 


The two main ſaving points of religion, the deep conſt - 
deration by God's holy Spirit, and thorough marking 
whereof, cauſeth our true converſion, peace of con- 


ſcience, and aſſurance of free ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 


Being the expreſs word of God, and the eſtabliſhed doc- 
trine of our church, at the reſtoring of the pure goſpel 
of Chriſt into this land ; enjoined to the miniſters of 
England, by the godly authority, and publick conſent 
of parliament, to be taught to the people for ſuppreſſion 
of errors and popery, for the quieting of conſciences in 
the matters of religion; ſor the beating down of fin, and 
all viciouſneſs of life out of the land: conſiſting of theſe 
two main points, mention:d Toba xvii. 3. This is eternal 
life to knw thee the only true God, and F eſus Chrift whor 
thou haſt ſent. 3 | 


Fs that the filthineſs of fin is ſuch to God's infinite, 


— 


and righteous nature, that God cannot but 

deteſt, curſe, and abhor the ereature that hath any 

ſin in his ſight, as theſe, and ſuch like fcriptures teach, 
laiah 59. 2. Deut.27 26, 2 Pet. 2. 4. Rom. 5. 12. Deut. 
28. 15, to 20, Becauſe fin being ſpiritual high treaſon a- 
gainſt the higheſt majeſty, 1 Sam. 15. 23. and the image 
of the devil, doth make the creature ſpiritually foul, filthy, 
loathſome, and abominable in God's ſight, though no curſe 
and puniſhmens ſhould follow upon the fame, as theſe and 
ſuch like ſcriptures teach, Fob 15. 15, 16. Hab. 1. 13, 
Mark 7. zc, to a5. Yea, and makes the beſt good vials 
of the children of God to be fin, and all their righteouſneſs 
to be as foul, filthy, menſtruous rags, as theſe, and ſuch 
like ſcriptures teach, Rome. 7. 18. {/atah 64. 6. Rom. 3.9. 
Gal. 3. 22. And we muſt look ſo deeply into the truth of 
this firſt point, that we be throughly affected with the ſame, 
as the prophet Jaiab was, — 6. 5. the neglect whereof 
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is the main cauſe that the huge multitude, yea of many 
zealous workers, do periſh in the dead faith : becauſe they 
know not God, that is, his righteouſneſs, that is, his holy 
and righteous nature, wherein we were moſt blinded by the 
fall of Adam, Iſaiah 46. 12, 13. this is the firſt point. 

The ſecond point is, that by the power of God's impu- 
tation we are ſo cloathed with the wedding- ent of 
Chriſt's perfect righteouſneſs, that all our fins being done 
away, and aboliſh'd out of God's fight, we and all our 
works are freely made of unjuſt, juſt before God, that is, 
perfectly holy and righteous, by faith only without works, 
as theſe and ſuch like ſcriptures do teach, Dan. 9. 24. 
Jaiab 45. 24, 25. Iſaiah 53.11. Rom. 5. 16, 17, 18. 
2 Cor. 5. 21. Rom. 5. 19. Rom. 3. 23, 24, 28. Tit. 1. 15. 

Hereby we may ſee, that the parts of free juſtification 
are two : Firſt, that by the blood and wedding-garment 
of Chriſt's perfect righteouſneſs, all our fins are done away 
and aboliſh'd, not out of us, 1 John 1. 8. (that we may 
live by faith) Gal. 2. 20. but from before God, or out of 
God's ſight, 1 Col. 2. 22. and we and all our works are 
made pure and clean, as theſe and ſuch like ſcriptures 
teach, 1/aiah 44. 22. John 1. 29. 1ſaiah 43. 25. 1 John 
I. 7. Rev. 1. 5, 6. Heb. 9. 26. As 10. 15. 41 15. 


8, 9. Heb. 1. 3. and 9. 13, 14. Col. 1. 22. And this 


was the prophet 1/aiah's remedy againſt the filthineſs of his 
fin in God's ſight, chap. 6. 6, 7. | 

Secondly, that the ſame wedding-garment of Chriſt's 
perfect righteouſneſs doth alſo make us, and all our works 
of unjuſt, juſt before God, that is, perfectly holy and 
righteous, freely without our perfect workings, as theſe 
and ſuch like ſcriptures teach, %. 61. 10. Rom. 3. 21, 
22. Eph. 5. 26, 27. Rom. 5. 17, 19. Rev. 3.18. Col. 1. 
22. and 2. 10. Rem. 8. 4, and 9. 30. Heb. 10. 14. And 
mark how I ſay, not only we our perſons, but alſo all our 
works, both natural, civil, and religious, which by their 


imperfections are in themſelves foul and filthy, are by 


free juſtification made ſo pure and clean, yea, fo perfectly 
holy and righteous, and thereby ſo acceptable and perfect- 
ly well-pleaſing to God, that they are all (as I faid) both 
natural, civil, and religious actions, like the excellent ſa- 
crifice of righteous Abel, and works of Enoch, Noah, Abra- 
ham, as theſe and ſuch like Scriptures teach, Heb, 11. + 
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5, 6, 7, Sc. 1 Pet, 2. 5. Heb. 13. 16. Adr 15. 9. Heſ. 
14. 2. Heb. 13. 15. Phil. 4. 18. Heb. 13. 20, 21. This 
is the kingdom of heaven ſet up here on earth by Chriſt, 
ſo much ſpoken of in the goſpel, Matt. 11. 11, 12. Matt. 
6. 33. Rom. 4. 17, 18. this is to know Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
the Father hath ſent, 7ohn 17. 3. 

Now God will have this benefit of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
juſtifying both our perſons and works, to be received and 
enjoyed by faith only for divers Reaſons. Firſt, that it 
may be free, only for taking it by faith. Secondly, that 
it may be to the praiſe and glory of his grace, Eph. 1. 4, 
5, 6. Thirdly, that he that glotieth, may glory only in 
the Lord Chriſt, ſa. 45. 25. 1 Cor. 1. 30, 31. Fourthly, 
that none may boaſt, but be humbled in his beſt works, 
Eph. 2. 9. Rem, 7. 24. Fifthly, that the promiſe of in- 
heritance of righteouſneſs and life might be ſure to all the 
ſeed, Rim. 4. 16. Sixthly, and eſpecially becauſe nor e 
all be ſaved but the true children of Abrabam, as theſe 
ſcriptures teach, Rom. 2. 28, 29. Rom. 4. 11, 12, 15. 
Gal. 3. 16, 29. But none are the true children of 4bra- 
ham, but ſuch as walk in the ſteps of the faith of their fa- 
ther Abraham, Rom. 4. 12. Therefore it is exceeding 
needfal, yea only neceſſary to know what thote ſteps are; 
hereof the apoſtle doth diligently deſcribe unto us the juſti- 
fying faith of 4b aham, Rem. 4. 17, to 22. that we may 
not be ignorant except we will be wilful in our. own juſt 
damnation, what thoſe ſteps of Abraham's fai h were, which 
were theſe four. | 

The firſt ſtep is the foundation and ground of 4braham's 
faith, namely, that he believed in him that quickens the 
dead, and calleth thoſe things that be not, as though they 
were, Ver. 17. that is, he makes the things that be not to 
have as true a being before himſelf, by his call, or as he 
calls them, as if they had a viſible being to our eyes ; and 
lo faith is a true ſubſtance and being of things that are 
not ſeen, Heb. 11. 1. This is the firſt ſtep. 

The ſecond ſtep is the battel of his faith, namely, that 
Abraham againſt, or contrary to hope, believed under 
hope, according as it was ſpoken: ſo ſhall thy ſeed be, 
Ver. 18. that is, contrary to all hope of what he ſaw and 
felt in himſelf, in that he was 5 good as dead to the * 
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of children, and yet he believed under hope of God's 
word, 8 it was ſpoken; not that he, notwith- 


ttanding his deadneſs to children, ſhould y et have three or 
four children: but, thou art ſo fruitful before ne, that 
thy ſeed ſhall be as the ſtars of heaven for multitude : in 
this was the battle of his faith, in that againſt hope he be- 
lieved under hope. 

The third ſtep is the victory of his faith, namely, that 
he not weak in faith, n not, but pulled back 
his eyes from his own body, now dead, and thereby im- 
poſlible to reaſon to have children: and alſo, conſidered 
not the deadneſs of Sarah's womb, who was more unlike- 
ly to have children than he; neither did he doubt of the 
promiſe of God by unbelief, but was ſtrengthened in faith ; 
and thus got the victory in his faith, Ver. 19. | 

The fourth ſtep is the triumph of faith, namely, that 
he gave glory to God, that is, confeſſed in his heart the 
truth of God ſpeaking, though he ſpake impoſſible things 
to reaſon, and preſent ſenſe and feeling; and alſo glorified 
the power of God as all-ſufficient to do impoſſible things 
as he had ſpoken it. Being fully aſſured that he which 
had ſpoken, though it ſeemed never ſo impoſlible, muſt 
needs be true of his word, and alſo was able to do it. Be- 
cauſe he hath power enough to do all impoſſible things to 
reaſon, and ſo gave glory to God, Ver. 20. 21. and there- 
fore it was imputed unto him for righteouſneſs, Ver. 22. 

Now this was not written for 4braham only, that it was 
imputed unto him for righteouſneſs, Ver. 23. but alſo for 
us, to whom it ſhall be imputed for righteouſneſs that truſt 
in the death of Chriſt, for the aboliſhing of our fins ; and 
in his reſurrection for our free and full juitification, whereby 
as the true ſons and daughters of Abraham we do imitate in 
our free juſtification Abraham's faith, and ſo do walk in 
the ſteps of the faith of our father Abraham, thus or after 
this manner. 

Firſt in the foundation and ground of our faith of free 
juſtification, namely, to believe in God, that by imputin 
hi; ſon's righteouſneſs, quickens them that are dead in trei- 
paſles and fins, Ephe/. 2. 5. How ? by making us that are 
not juſt and righteous, to be by his call, as truly and wal 
feetly juſt and righteous, as if we did ſee and feel ourſelves 
perfedly 
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perfectly holy and righteous in outward ſenſe and feeling, 
and this is the foundation and ground of our free juſtifica- 
tion, which cauſeth the ſubſtance and very being of free ju- 
ſtification, to be in us, Rom. 3. 26. though we do ſee no 
ſuch things with bodily eyes, Heb. 11. 1, 3. . 
- Secondly, follows the battle in our faith of free juſtifica- 
tion, that we contrary to all hope of what we ſee and feel 
in ourſelves, whereby we ſee and feel our own righteouf- 
neſs to be as filthy menſtruous rags, Ja. 64. 6. do yet be- 
lieve under hope of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, that we of unjuſt 
are made juſt before God, that is, our bodies and ſouls 
are made perfectly holy and righteous from all ſpot of fui 
in the ſight of God freely without works according to that 
which is fpoken, 4s by the diſobedience of one man many were 
made finntrs ; fo by the obedience of one ſhall many be made 
righteous, Rom. 5. 19. 2 it is ſpoken, The blood 
Fol Chrift the ſon of God doth make us clean from all for, 
1 John 1. 7. this 1s the battle in the faith of our free juſti- 
fication, that againſt hope we believe under hope. | 
Thirdly follows the victory, that we not weak in faith 
do not conſider, but pull back our eyes from the free con- 
ſideration of our bodies which we feel dead in fin, Rom. 7. 
24. nor yet conſider the deadneſs of our natures by origi 
nal corruption dwelling in us, like Sarah's unfruitful 
womb : neither will we doubt of this juſtifying promiſe by 
unbelief, but be ſtrengthened in faith, that our bodies and 
ſouls are made y hely and righteous in the fight of 
God freely. And thus we get with 4braham the victory 
in our faith of free juſtification. | 

Fourthly follows the triumph of faith of free juſtification, 
that we give glory to God; being fully aſſured that he 
which hath ſpoken it, that by his ſon's blood he hath made 
us pure and clean, yea perfectly holy and righteous, Heb. 
10. 14. Col. 1. 22. muſt needs be true of his word; and 
alſo able to do it, becauſe he is almighty and hath power 
ſufficient to do all things, to reaſon, ſenſe, and feeling 
impoſſible, Malt. 19. 26. Luke 1. 37. and fo gives glory 
to God, which is the religion of religions, the worſhip of 
worſhips, the ſervice of ſervices, the ſacciſice of facrifices, 
the wiſdom of wiſdoms, the righteouſneſs of righteouſneſſes, 


without which all other ſervice and worſhip are fin aud 
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abomination in the fight of God, Luke 16. 15. Heb. 10. 
8, 39. | | 
F Thus we walking by free juſtification in the ſteps of 
our father Abraham, there follow thereof theſe two great 
and excellent effects. 

Firſt, perfe& reconciliation and peace with God, for 
being juſtified by faith we have peace with God, Rom. 5. 1. 
And all evils and puniſhments for fin being done away, 
that we may ſerve God without fear, Luke 1. 74. we are 
truly bleſſed, for as many as are of faith of free juſtification, 
are bleſſed with Jaihful Abraham, Gal. 3. 8, . and toge- 
ther with faithful Abraham are made ſufficiently rich with 
all temporal riches, Gen. 13. 2, 5, 6. and alſo ſpiritual 
and eternal riches which Abraham chiefly rejoiced in, Fobn 
8. 56. 2 Cor. 8. 9. Heb, 11.9, 10. yea heirs of the whole 
world only by this righteouſneſs of faith: for (ſaith Paul} 
the promiſe that Abraham ſhould be the heir of the world, 
was net given unto Abraham, or to his ſeed through the 
Law, but through the righteouſneſs of faith, Rom. 4. 13. 
1 Cor. 3. 22, 23. For if they that are of the law be heirs, 
faith is made void, and the promiſe is made of none effect, 
wer. 14. Therefore it is of faith, that it may come by 
grace, and the promiſe might be ſure to all the ſeed, not 
to that only which is of the law, that is, to the Fes only; 
but alſo to that which is of the faith of Abraham, that is, to 
the Gentiles alſo, who is the father of us all, wer. 16. 

The ſecond effect is, that this faith of free juſtification, 
and this walking in the ſteps of our father Abraham, cauſeth 
vs infallibly to walk in the ſteps of the works of our father 
Acraham, whereby like Abraham without the law of the 
ten commandments, we walk holily, ſoberly, and righte- 
ouſly in all God's commandments declaratively to man- 
ward, being zealous of good works, Tit. 2. 11, 12, 13, 
E&e. By all this it is clear that the practice, and preachings, 
and books of ſuch miniſters are exceeding bad and dange- 
rous, as by a prepoſterous zeal of works and well-doings, 
ſpeak little or nothing of faith of free juſtification ; think- 
ing by the dead faith it is an eaſy matter to walk in the 
fleps of the faith of Abraham, but that all the hardneſs 
licth.in workings and well-doings; and therefore do call 
ſor a good life, and the doing of all holy duties, as 
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but prepoſterouſly, before people be ſure by comfort, and 
joy of free juſtification, that they walk in the ſteps of the 
faith of our father Abraham: ſuch miniſters, I ſay, inſtead of 
making people the true children of Abraham, of the free 
woman Sarah, do make them baſtard children of the 
bond-woman Hagar, that muſt be caſt out of the inheri- 
tance, Gal. 4. 21. Inſtead of making them the children of 
the promiſe, they make them children that will be under 
the - and works, Gal. 4.21. Inſtead of making them 
children of faith and of the bleſſing, they make them the 
children of works and of the 28 Gal. 3. 10. Inſtead 
of working peace with God in their conſciences, they 
work unquietneſs, fears, and troubles of conſcience about 
works: inſtead of making the inheritance of righteouſneſs 
and life to come by grace, and the promiſe to be ſure to 
all the ſeed, they — * it to come as it were by working, 
and the promiſe to be unſure and doubtful to all the ſeed: 
inſtead of making them heirs of all bleſſings temporal and 
eternal with faithful Abraham, they make them as much as in 
them lieth heirs of all evils and puniſhments, with the deceit» 
ful workmen mentioned, 2 Cor. 11. 13, 14, 15. Inſtead of 
making them to walk in the true good works of Abraham, 
they make them at the beſt but to walk in the ſeeming 
ood works of the devouter fort of ſcribes and. phariſees, 
is in a legal baſtard ſanctification, Which is of high 
eſteem and beauty amongſt men, but is filthy abomination 
in the ſight of God. Rom. 10. 2, 3. Luke 18. 19. 11. 12. 
As 22. 3, 4. and 26. 5, 7. and 13, 50. | 
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The true Treaſure of the Heart. 


Matt. 6. 21, 
F where your treaſure is, there will your hearts be alſo : 
ſo that if the wedding garment of Chriſt's perfect 
righteouſneſs making us perfectly holy and righteous from all 
ſpot of ſin in the ſight of God freely, by faith only, without 
works and working, be our treaſure, there will be our 
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hearts and tongues alſo ; and then our hearts ſtand right to 
Chriſt, and our tongues to make others chaſte virgins to 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. 11. 2, 3, and true children of Abrabam, and 
of that Zeruſalem which is above, the mother of us all, 
and we ſhall never be caſt out as baſtard children, Gal. 1. 
21 to 31. Col. 1. 28, 29. 21. 22. and chap. z. 10. Heb, 
10. 14. Rem. 5. 10. 21. Col. 1. 12.13. Becauſe we bri 

forth a true godly life, only for and by the joy and excel- 
lency of free juſtification, not carnally,: but rightly under- 
ſtood and embraced, Tz. 2. 11, 12,13, 14, But if anQi- 
fication, repentance, humiliation, mortification, univerſal 
obedience, holy and righteous walking in all God's com: 
mandments, fincerity, and new life, and ſuch like works 
be our treaſure and diamond, then there will be our hearts 
and tongues alſo to extol, dignify and extort the ſame, 
whereby producing by legal arguments but a falſe baſtard 
ſanctification, Phil. 3. 6. our hearts ſtand adulterouſly to 
Chriſt; and all fuch preaching and holineſs produced there- 
by is but idolatry and unbelief, 2 Cor. 11. 13, 14, 15: 
and ſuch preachers by mifunderſtanding and darkning free 


Juſtification, do ipſe facto ſtand aceurſed by St. Paul, and 
jen cont ough in all other gifts and graces 


they be like angels from heaven, Gal. 1. 8, 9, and ever 
in danger of ſudden death, Rew. 3. 13. Gal. 5. 12. 
Therefore beware of the dead faith, which being varniſh- 
ed and gilt over with a prepoſterous zeal and opinion of 
holinefs and righteouſneſs before God, by walking in all 
God's commandments, doth give Chriſt and free zuftifica- 
tion a Fudas his kiſs, Rom. 10. 3. And yet ſuch preachers 
tremble not as they go up into the pulpits, although their 
preachings be both idelatrous and traiterous. : 


Here 4; life and death, who hath an car to regard it 


HELL 


n th — 8 * 
— — — — —— 


; E L L cares not how crude holineſs be preach'd, 
If finnexs match'd with Chriſt be never reach'd ; 

Knowing their holineſs is but a ſham, 

Who ne'er are marry'd to the Holy Lamb. 

Let Words have never ſuch a pious ſhew, 

And blaze aloft in rude profeſſor's view, 

With ſacred Aromaticks richly ſpic'd, 

Iſ they but down in filence glorious Chriſt ; 

Or, if he may ſome vacant room ſupply, 

Make him a ſubje& only by the by. 

They mar true holineſs with tickling chat, 

To breed a baſtard phariſaick brat. 

They wofully the goſpel meſſage broke, 

Make fearful havock of the Maſter's flock ; 
Yet pleaſe themſelves and the blind multitude, 

By whom the goſpel's little underſtood. 
—— Proud nature may reje& this goſpel theme, . 
And curſe it as an Antinomian ſcheme. 


Let ſlander bark, let envy grin and to 
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The curſe that is ſo cauſeleſs ſhall not light. 
If they that fain would make by holy force, 
Twixt finners and the law a clean divorce, 
And court the Lamb a virgin chaſte to wife, 
Be charg'd as foes to holineſs of life, 

Well may they ſuffer gladly on this ſcore, 
Apoſtles great were ſo malign'd before. 

Do wwe make woid the law through faith ? nay, why, 
We do it more fulfil and magnify, 

Then fiery ſeraphs can with holieſt flaſh ; 
Avant, vain Legaliſts, unworthy traſh. . 


Erſtin's goſpel ſonnets, page 48, ib. p. 34- 
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Free SALVATION defended, 
And ſeveral 


Common Objections anſwer d. 
By I. C. 


HOSE who conclude that Chrif is theirs from 

ſomething in them, or done by them, are upon a ſelf- 
righteous foundation, — But thoſe that believe Chri# is 
theirs upon a good foundation, do it from this, That 
he is given to us freely: For this is the record that God 
* hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
« Son, &c.” And he that believeth not that God Bath 
given to him eternal life in his Son, makes God a liar, and 
can never in that ſtate, receive Chrift by faith, becauſe 
he has not ſo much faith as to believe he 1s given unto 
him : For a man can receive nothing except it be given 
him from Heaven, John 3. 7. 

Again, the Comforters Office is to convince the word,” 
Ci. e. unbelievers, people of the world) of ſin, becauſe 
they believe not on him, and to the conviction of that * 
ſpirit I leave them that go about to defend their unbel.ef, by 
denying this great truth. | wes 

When we invite ſinners to truſt in Chrift as their Saviour, 
it is becauſe we noa him to be ſo freely given, that they may 
ſafely do it; And that he is ſo free is to be declared as the 
truth of the goſpel, and the hearers left to the Spirit of 
God to be convinced of it, + | 

Objection 1, VI could believe, I ſhould know Chrift 
was given to me. 

.. Anſwer. On the contrary, If you knew that Chriſt was 
given to you in the goſpel, you could believe. You are in- 
vited to believe in him as your Saviour. ob 


Obj. 2. 1 would fain believe and truſt in Chriſt as my 
Saviour, but 4 5 enn 2 

Anſ. Tis you don't believe that you /af+ b 
May the Lord revea/ this unto you. ir ah 

Obj. 3. This is free-will, as if it was in a Man's Power 
to believe when he would. | 

Anſ. No, 'tis only free grace, that whoſoever awill may 
come, and him that cometh Cbriſi will in no wiſe caft out. 

Obj. 4. But no Man can come except the Father draw 
bim. 

Anſ. All that are taught of the Father to come to Chriſt, 
are taught that Chriſt 1s a free Saviour, and then they 
come jo;full, without contradiction or reaſoning ; therefore 
you may be ſure you are not taught of the Father thoſe. 
reaſonings on account of which you ſtand off. 

Obj. 5. IF this doctrine was true, every body would believe 
and be ſaved. | 

Anſ. No; you that make the ObjeQtion are an Inftance 
to the contrary. The declaration of this truth, that 
Chriſt is freely given to us in that goſpel, which is to 
be preached to every creature, does not at all infer. 
that you have either i or power to believe it. The 
contrary is rather evident, if you reaſon about it. When 
it is ſaid, you may come to Chriſt freely, you are not to un- 
derſtand by it, that you may come from any power you 
are endued with, but from. the liberty of acceſs allowed 
in the goſpel, to the end that ſinners may have a foun- 
dation for their venturing upon Chriſt as their Saviour, 
and not be juſtly accounted preſumptuous for ſo doing. 
If it was ſaid of a certain place, that it was free for any 
perſon to go into, it could not be underſtood as of a pro- 
perty in the perſons, but as of a property in the place. 

That Cbriſt is freely given to ſinners in that goſpel. 
which is to be preached to every creature, is as great a 
truth, as that none but thoſe that are choſen to falvation, 
and to whom it is given to believe, can in their heart 
make uſe of the . | 1 

Obj. 6. To tell ſouls in particular Chriſt is given to them, 
is taking the work of the Spirit into our own hands. | 
nf. It is true, it is the office of the Spirit to make 

"AS known 


: 


known to particular perſons that Chrif is given to them, but 
let it be o that the Spirit reveals no more to a Soul that 
receives Chriſt, than what is reveal'd already in the Word, 


1vin CCS to know the things that are 
— in the Goſpel freely given to us of God. Ie is 
not taking the work of the Spirit into our hands, for to 
declare thoſe tidings to the outward ear, which it is his of- 
fice to ſpeak to the heart, The Word and Spirit concur 
together, and don't at all oppoſe one another : As it is writ- 
ten, 1 Cor. 2. 11, 13. The things of God knoweth no man but the 
Spirit of God ;—awhich things alſo we ſpeak. The Spirit does 
not reveal unto us our title to the things of God by ſhewing 
us in the firſt Place our election, but by enlightening us 
ſpiritually to diſcern the things that are freely given to us 
as fomers, and our title in the freeneſs of the gift : So that 
the grace ſtands in the goſpel fee for am, but the enlight- 
ning of the Spirit bay this free grace is particular to 


Spirit that makes particular Ari s. 
An/. The general terms of the goſpel warrant our parti- 


ſtrates this to particular perſons ; and then they by faith re- 
ceive and reſt upon him; and thro* this witneſſing of the 
Spirit the Word that appeared before but as a dead letter, 
becomes ſpirit and /fe. 

- Obj. 8. 1f none can receive Chrift but the elect, what need 
ir there for Chrift to be preached fo free, preach him ever 
ſo free, jon can have no more than the Number. 

An. Fhe reaſon why he is to be preached /o free, is not 
that more may be gathered than the E/e#, but for their 
ſakes, that all boaſting in them may be excluded. That 
they may kot their ſalvation, not from any thing they 
find in themſelves, but thro* believing in that Saviour, 
who is declared in the goſpel as free to others as to ther ; 
and alſo that thoſe that reject chis free ſalvation may be left 
without excuſe, becauſe every man that hears this goſpel, 
either wi/lingly embraces it, or wilfully reeds it. 
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X HE Y ought, who royal grace's heralds be, . 
= To trumpet. loud falvation full and free ; 

Nor ſafely can, to humour mortal pride, 

In filence evangelick myſteries hide. 
heav*n is pleas'd to give; dare we refuſe, 
Funder ground conceal, leſt men abuſe ? 
Suppreſs the goſpel-flower upon pretence, 

t ſome vile ſpiders may ſuck poiſon thence ? 
— We muſt who freely get, as freely give, | 
The vital word that makes the dead to live. 

For ev'n to {ſinners dead within our reach, 
We in his living name may. moſt ſucceſsful preach. 
—— We're charg'd to preach the Goſpel unconfin'd, 
To every creature of the human Kind, 

To call, with tenders of falvation free, 

All corners of the earth to come and ſee : 

And every finner moſt excuſeleſs make, 

By urging rich and poor to come and take, 

Ho every one that thirfts , is grace's call 

Direct tg needy /amers great and ſmall ; 

Not meaning thoſe alone, whoſe holy thirſt 
Denominate their ſouls already bleſt. 

If only thoſe were call'd, then none but ſaints ; 
Nor would 3 ſuit the ſinners wants. 

But here the oes ſignally import 

Sinners and thirſty ſouls of every ſort; _ _ 

And mainly to their door the meſſage brings, 
Who yet are thirſting after empty things. 

Who ſpend their Means, no living bread to buy, 

And pains for that which cannot ſatisf5. 

Such thirſty ſinners here invited are, 

Who vainly ſpend their money, thought and care, 
On paſling ſhades, vile luſts and traſh fo baſe, 

As yield immortal ſouls no true ſolace. 

The call directs them as they would be bleſt, 

To chooſe a purer object of 8 thirſt. * 
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All are invited by the joyful ſound, 
To drink who need, as does the parched ground, 
Whoſe wide-mouth'd clefts ſpeak to the brazen ſky, 
Its paſſive thirſt, without an active cry. 

The goſpel-preacher then with holy kill, 

Muſt offer Cbriſ to whoſoever will, 

To ſinners of all forts that can be nam'd ; 

The blind, the lame, the poor, the halt, the maim 4 
Not daring to reſtrict th extenſive call, 

But opening wide the net to catch em "all. 

No ſoul muſt be excluded that will come, 

Nor right of acceſi be confin'd to ſome. 

Tho? none will come till conſcious of their want, 

Yet right to come they have by — grant, 

Such right to Chriſt, his promiſe and 

That of are damn'd who hear and don't embrace. 

So freeh is th' unbounded call diſpens'd, | 

We therein find even finners unconvinc'd ; 

Who now not thiy are naked, blind and poor |, 
Counſel d to buy or beg at 22 Door, 

And take the glorious robe, cyeſalve, and golden ſtore 
This prize are oblig 'd by faith to win, 

Elſe unbelief would MG be their fin. 

Yea, goſpel-offers but a ſham we make, 

If every ſinner has not oO to take. 


4 Rev. 3. 17, 18. 


F: ſtin's-golpel fonnets, page 54, 35, 86, 57- 
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